Interpersonal Communication Research Project Summary Statement
RHCS 102: Interpersonal Communication

Purpose:

This research project is required for all students enrolled in RHCS 102: Interpersonal Communication.  The project is designed such that students may gain some awareness for the basics of the social scientific approach to the study of interpersonal communication.  The students have been placed into groups with whom they were to:

1. Research the literature for a topic of interest pertaining to interpersonal communication
2. Formulate a research question

3. Design a survey methodology study to test the question

4. Gather data

5. Present their findings to the rest of the class.

Methodology
The students performing the project were instructed to use a survey methodology.  They were to use questionnaire items that were of low risk nature.  The questionnaires with consent forms for all 18 groups have been attached for review.  Once approval is received, the students will administer their questionnaires to fellow students on the University of Richmond campus.  They will enter their responses into an excel sheet and send that sheet to their professor who will analyze their data based on their research questions.

Informed Consent/Confidentiality

All students have generated a consent form explaining the rights of any respondent who elects to participate.  All students and respondents will be made aware that participation is entirely voluntary and that respondents may withdraw or cease their participation at any point with no penalty.  Furthermore, all students and respondents shall be made aware that the identity of any respondent shall be entirely confidential.  No identifying information shall be requested on the survey questionnaire instruments and all consent forms are to be returned to the instructor and will be stored in a separate secure location from the survey responses.
Risk

Students were required to select topics that were of minimal foreseeable risk to any who would participate in a study focused on that topic.  None of the information requested in any of the instruments presents any reasonable foreseeable harm to the respondents whether that harm be to their mental/physical health or reputation.

Dissemination of Information

None of the information obtained from the data collection for the project will be disseminated outside of the classroom setting.  In presenting, the students are to maintain the confidentiality of their respondents and not discuss any information that could reveal their identities including names, locations, or associations.  Students shall be additionally instructed to not discuss the responses or identities of any respondent with anyone outside of the classroom setting regardless as to how harmless that information may seem.
John Feaster

Visiting Assistant Professor

Rhetoric & Communication Studies

jfeaster@richmond.edu
804-287-6510

RHCS 102: Interpersonal Communication

Texting Versus Face-to-face Interaction Study (Example 1 Consent Form)
Principle Investigators: Student 1, Student 2, Student 3, and Student 4 

Supervising Professor: Dr. John Feaster

Date: March 27, 2009

Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study is to explore three instruments of communication, specifically telephone, text messaging and face-to-face interaction, in various dating situations.  We aim to assess the degree of comfort college students have with regard to the use of telephone, texting and face-to-face interaction in selected hypothetical romantic situations. We are asking you to respond to our questionnaire that involves three demographic questions, two check answer, and ten “circle the answer” questions that should take you no more than two minutes to complete.  

The project involves no physical discomfort and minimal risk to any participant. Steps will be taken to ensure that all information gathered will be held in strictest confidence. (See description of procedures for this below in “Confidentiality of Records.”) 

Investigators 
The principal investigators in this study are Student 1, Student 2, Student 3, and Student 4. We are supervised by Dr. John Feaster in the Department of Rhetoric & Communication Studies at the University of Richmond. Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact John Feaster at 804-287-6510 or at jfeaster@richmond.edu. 
Voluntary Participation 
Your participation in this project is voluntary and you are free to withdraw your consent and discontinue participation in the project at any time without penalty. You are free not to answer any questions that you do not wish to answer. 

Confidentiality of Records 
In order to ensure the confidentiality of records, no identifying information will be requested on the questionnaire instrument.  This consent form will be stored in a secure location separate from your responses.  Your responses will be treated in strict confidence and will not be reported to anyone outside of the course for which this is project is required.  

Participant’s Rights Information 
If you have any questions concerning your rights as a research subject, you may contact Dr. R. Kirk Jonas, the Chair of the University of Richmond’s Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Research Participants, at 804-484-1565 or at rjonas@richmond.edu . 
Participant’s Consent 
The study has been described to me and I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw my consent and discontinue my participation in the project at any time without penalty. I also understand that, if I experience discomfort or distress during the course of the study because of any sensitive issues that are raised, I am encouraged to call the University’s counseling center, CAPS, at 289-8119. 

I have read and understand the above information and I consent to participate in this study by signing below. 

                     Signature: __________________________________Date: _____________

Note: the signature may be waived if it is a possible means of breaching confidentiality. 

Signature of the Investigator: __________________________________________________
RHCS 102: Interpersonal Communication

Texting Versus Face-to-face Interaction Study (Example 1 Survey)
Principle Investigators: Student 1, Student 2, Student 3, and Student 4 

Supervising Professor: Dr. John Feaster

Please do not respond to this questionnaire unless you have read and signed the consent form describing the purposes and expectations of this study.

Please circle the best answer for each of the following:

Male ____     Female _____

Year 1st _____    2nd _____    3rd _____    4th _____

Age (In years) ______

Are you currently in a romantic relationship:  Yes ___  No ___   

Text messages sent per day: 0-5 ____  6-30 _____  31-100 ______  101-200 ______ 201+ ______

1.) In general, which of the following channels of communication are you most comfortable with?


Face-to-face 


Phone Call


Text Messaging

You will next be asked to consider three different situations and how comfortable you would be performing different actions in those situations.  In assessing your comfort you will be asked to specify the degree to which you agree with each action statement using the following scale:

2.) Situation: You met a person at a party last night and exchanged phone numbers.  You would like to talk again.


Considering this situation, rate the degree to which you agree or disagree with the 

            following statements by circling a response where  SD=Strongly Disagree, D=Disagree, N=Not 
Sure, A=Agree, and SA = Strongly Agree:   


-I would feel comfortable texting this person.


      SD             D             N               A                  SA


-I would feel comfortable calling this person.


     SD             D             N               A                  SA


- I would feel comfortable talking to this person face-to-face.


    SD             D             N               A                  SA

3.) Situation: You have hung out with a person a few times now, and want to ask them out on a 

one-on-one date… 


Considering this situation, rate the degree to which you agree or disagree with the 

            following statements by circling a response where  SD=Strongly Disagree, D=Disagree, N=Not 
Sure, A=Agree, and SA = Strongly Agree:   


-I would feel comfortable asking this person out through text


   SD             D             N               A                  SA


-I would feel comfortable asking this person out through a phone call.


   SD             D             N               A                  SA


-I would feel comfortable asking this person out face-to-face.

 
   SD             D             N               A                  SA

4.) You’ve enjoyed hanging out with a person with whom you were considering a romantic relationship, but things aren’t going to work out.  You decide you have to end the relationship....


Considering this situation, rate the degree to which you agree or disagree with the 

            following statements by circling a response where  SD=Strongly Disagree, D=Disagree, N=Not 
Sure, A=Agree, and SA = Strongly Agree:


-I would feel comfortable breaking up with this person through text.


      SD             D             N               A                  SA

-I would feel comfortable breaking up with this person through a phone call.


      SD             D             N               A                  SA

- I would feel comfortable breaking up with this person face-to-face.


     SD             D             N               A                  SA
Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey!
RHCS 102: Interpersonal Communication

The Effect of Number of Siblings on Extraversion (Example 2 Consent Form)

Principle Investigators:  Student 1, Student 2, Student 3, and Student 4  
Supervising Professor: Dr. John Feaster

Date  March 24, 2009

Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study is to investigate the relationship between the numbers of siblings one has and her/his level of extraversion (comfort with social interaction). We are asking you to respond to respond to questionnaire that involves three demographic questions and seven “fill-in-the-blank” questions that should take you no more than two minutes to complete.  

The project involves no physical discomfort and minimal risk to any participant. Steps will be taken to ensure that all information gathered will be held in strictest confidence. (See description of procedures for this below in “Confidentiality of Records.”) 

Investigators 
The principal investigators in this study are Student 1, Student 2, Student 3, and Student 4. We are supervised by Dr. John Feaster in the Department of Rhetoric & Communication Studies at the University of Richmond. Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact John Feaster at 804-287-6510 or at jfeaster@richmond.edu. 
Voluntary Participation 
Your participation in this project is voluntary and you are free to withdraw your consent and discontinue participation in the project at any time without penalty. You are free not to answer any questions that you do not wish to answer. 

Confidentiality of Records 
In order to ensure the confidentiality of records, no identifying information will be requested on the questionnaire instrument.  This consent form will be stored in a secure location separate from your responses.  Your responses will be treated in strict confidence and will not be reported to anyone outside of the course for which this is project is required.  

Participant’s Rights Information 
If you have any questions concerning your rights as a research subject, you may contact Dr. R. Kirk Jonas, the Chair of the University of Richmond’s Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Research Participants, at 804-484-1565 or at rjonas@richmond.edu . 
Participant’s Consent 
The study has been described to me and I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw my consent and discontinue my participation in the project at any time without penalty. I also understand that, if I experience discomfort or distress during the course of the study because of any sensitive issues that are raised, I am encouraged to call the University’s counseling center, CAPS, at 289-8119. 

I have read and understand the above information and I consent to participate in this study by signing below. 

                     Signature: __________________________________Date: _____________

Note: the signature may be waived if it is a possible means of breaching confidentiality. 

Signature of the Investigator: __________________________________________________

RHCS 102: Interpersonal Communication

Texting Versus Face to Face Interaction Study (Example 2 Survey)
Principle Investigators: Student 1, Student 2, Student 3, and Student 4 

Supervising Professor: Dr. John Feaster

Please do not respond to this questionnaire unless you have read and signed the consent form describing the purposes and expectations of this study.

Please circle the best answer for each of the following:

Male ____     Female _____

Year 1st _____    2nd _____    3rd _____    4th _____

Age______

How many siblings do you have (including step-siblings, half-siblings, and adopted siblings?


Please write a number:__________
Please indicate the degree to which each statement applies to you by marking whether you: Strongly Disagree = 1; Disagree = 2;  are Neutral = 3; Agree = 4; Strongly Agree = 5 

_____1. I have no fear of speaking up in conversations. 

_____2. Ordinarily I am very calm and relaxed in conversations. 

_____3. While conversing with a new acquaintance, I feel very relaxed. 

_____4. While participating in a conversation with a new acquaintance, I feel very 
   nervous.

_____5. Ordinarily I am very tense and nervous in conversations.

_____6. I'm afraid to speak up in conversations.

RHCS 102: Interpersonal Communication

Greek Organization Dating Study (Example 3 Consent Form)
Principle Investigators:  Student 1, Student 2, Student 3, and Student 4  
Supervising Professor: Dr. John Feaster

Date  March 24, 2009
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study is to assess the association between dating relationships and Greek organization membership for college students. If you are in what you would consider a dating/romantic relationship, we are asking you to respond to respond to questionnaire that involves three demographic questions and two “circle the answer” questions that should take you no more than two minutes to complete.  

The project involves no physical discomfort and minimal risk to any participant. Steps will be taken to ensure that all information gathered will be held in strictest confidence. (See description of procedures for this below in “Confidentiality of Records.”) 

Investigators 
The principal investigators in this study are Student 1, Student 2, Student 3, and Student 4. We are supervised by Dr. John Feaster in the Department of Rhetoric & Communication Studies at the University of Richmond. Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact John Feaster at 804-287-6510 or at jfeaster@richmond.edu. 
Voluntary Participation 
Your participation in this project is voluntary and you are free to withdraw your consent and discontinue participation in the project at any time without penalty. You are free not to answer any questions that you do not wish to answer. 

Confidentiality of Records 
In order to ensure the confidentiality of records, no identifying information will be requested on the questionnaire instrument.  This consent form will be stored in a secure location separate from your responses.  Your responses will be treated in strict confidence and will not be reported to anyone outside of the course for which this is project is required.  

Participant’s Rights Information 
If you have any questions concerning your rights as a research subject, you may contact Dr. R. Kirk Jonas, the Chair of the University of Richmond’s Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Research Participants, at 804-484-1565 or at rjonas@richmond.edu . 
Participant’s Consent 
The study has been described to me and I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw my consent and discontinue my participation in the project at any time without penalty. I also understand that, if I experience discomfort or distress during the course of the study because of any sensitive issues that are raised, I am encouraged to call the University’s counseling center, CAPS, at 289-8119. 

I have read and understand the above information and I consent to participate in this study by signing below. 

                     Signature: __________________________________Date: _____________

Note: the signature may be waived if it is a possible means of breaching confidentiality. 

Signature of the Investigator: __________________________________________________
RHCS 102: Interpersonal Communication

Greek Organization Dating Study (Example 3 Consent Form)
Principle Investigators: Student 1, Student 2, Student 3, and Student 4 

Supervising Professor: Dr. John Feaster

Please do not respond to this questionnaire unless you have read and signed the consent form describing the purposes and expectations of this study.

Please circle the best answer for each of the following:

Sex:   Male ____     Female _____

Year 1st _____    2nd _____    3rd _____    4th _____

Age (In years): ______

If you are currently dating someone, please circle your answer:

Are you in a Greek organization (fraternity or sorority)? 
Yes
No

Are you dating a person in a Greek organization (fraternity or sorority)? 
Yes
No

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey!

GENERIC CONSENT EXAMPLE

[Course Title]

[Title of Student Project] 

Principle Investigators: [Names of all students involved in project]
Supervising Professor: [Name of Instructor]
Date: [Date of IRB Submission]
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study is to [brief description of purpose of student project and/or guiding question]. We are asking you to respond to our questionnaire that involves [description of measures included in instrument]. Your response should take you no more than [XX] minutes to complete.  

The project involves no physical discomfort and minimal risk to any participant. Steps will be taken to ensure that all information gathered will be held in strictest confidence. (See description of procedures for this below in “Confidentiality of Records.”) 

Investigators 
The principal investigators in this study are [Names of all students involved in project]. We are supervised by [Name of Instructor] in the [Instructor’s Department Name] at the University of Richmond. Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact [Name of Instructor] at [Instructor’s Office Phone Number/Extension] or at [Instructor’s e-mail address]. 
Voluntary Participation 
Your participation in this project is voluntary and you are free to withdraw your consent and discontinue participation in the project at any time without penalty. You are free not to answer any questions that you do not wish to answer. 

Confidentiality of Records 
In order to ensure the confidentiality of records, no identifying information will be requested on the questionnaire instrument.  This consent form will be stored in a secure location separate from your responses.  Your responses will be treated in strict confidence and will not be reported to anyone outside of the course for which this is project is required.  

Participant’s Rights Information 
If you have any questions concerning your rights as a research subject, you may contact Dr. R. Kirk Jonas, the Chair of the University of Richmond’s Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Research Participants, at 804-484-1565 or at rjonas@richmond.edu . 
Participant’s Consent 
The study has been described to me and I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw my consent and discontinue my participation in the project at any time without penalty. I also understand that, if I experience discomfort or distress during the course of the study because of any sensitive issues that are raised, I am encouraged to call the University’s counseling center, CAPS, at 289-8119. 

I have read and understand the above information and I consent to participate in this study by signing below. 

                     Signature: __________________________________Date: _____________

Note: the signature may be waived if it is a possible means of breaching confidentiality. 

Signature of the Investigator: __________________________________________________
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